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Part 3: Consultation questions 
A. Policy questions
	Q. No.
	Section
	Consultation Question

	1a
	Delivering sustainable development
	The Framework has the right approach to establishing and defining the presumption in favour of sustainable  development.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree

	1b
	
	Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)


	2a
	Plan-making
	The Framework has clarified the tests of soundness, and introduces a useful additional test to ensure local plans are positively prepared to meet objectively assessed need and infrastructure requirements.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	2c
2d
	Joint working
	The policies for planning strategically across local boundaries provide a clear framework and enough flexibility for councils and other bodies to work together effectively.

Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	3a
3b
	Decision taking
	In the policies on development management, the level of detail is appropriate.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)
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	Q. No.
	Section
	Consultation Question

	4a
	
	Any guidance needed to support the new Framework should be light-touch and could be provided by organisations outside Government.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree

	4b
	
	What should any separate guidance cover and who is best placed to provide it?

	5a
5b
	Business and economic development
	The ‘planning for business’ policies will encourage economic activity and give business the certainty and confidence to invest.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	5c
	
	What market signals could be most useful in plan making and decisions, and how could such information be best used to inform decisions?

	6a
6b
	
	The town centre policies will enable communities to encourage retail, business and leisure development in the right locations and protect the vitality and viability of town centres.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	7a
7b
	Transport
	The policy on planning for transport takes the right approach.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	8a
8b
	Communications infrastructure
	Policy on communications infrastructure is adequate to allow effective communications development and technological advances.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)
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	Q. No.
	Section
	Consultation Question

	9a
9b
	Minerals
	The policies on minerals planning adopt the right approach.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	10a
10b
	Housing
	The policies on housing will enable communities to deliver a wide choice of high quality homes, in the right location, to meet local demand.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	11a
11b
	Planning for schools
	The policy on planning for schools takes the right approach.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	12a
12b
	Design
	The policy on planning and design is appropriate and useful.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments or suggestions? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	13a
13b
	Green Belt
	The policy on planning and the Green Belt gives a strong clear message on Green Belt protection.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Have you comments to add? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	14a
14b
	Climate change, flooding and coastal change
	The policy relating to climate change takes the right approach.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)
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	Q. No.
	Section
	Consultation Question

	14c
14d
	
	The policy on renewable energy will support the delivery of renewable and low carbon energy.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	14e
14f
	
	The draft Framework sets out clear and workable proposals for plan-making and development management for renewable and low carbon energy, including the test for developments proposed outside of opportunity areas identified by local authorities
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	14g
14h
	
	The policy on flooding and coastal change provides the right level of protection.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	15a
15b
	Natural and local environment
	Policy relating to the natural and local environment provides the appropriate framework to protect and enhance the environment.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)

	16a
16b
	Historic environment
	This policy provides the right level of protection for heritage assets.
Do you: Strongly Agree/Agree/Neither Agree or Disagree/ Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Do you have comments? (Please begin with relevant paragraph number)
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	Q. No.
	Section
	Consultation Question

	17a
	Impact
Assessment
	The Framework is also accompanied by an impact assessment. There are more detailed questions on the assessment that you may wish to answer to help us collect further evidence to inform our final assessment. If you do not wish to answers the detailed questions, you may provide general comments on the assessment in response to the following question:
Is the impact assessment a fair and reasonable representation of the costs, benefits and impacts of introducing the Framework?


B: Impact assessment questions
	
	

	QA1
QA2
QA3
QA4
QA5
QA6
QA7
	We welcome views on this Impact Assessment and the assumptions/ estimates contained within it about the impact of the National Planning Policy Framework on economic, environmental and social outcomes. More detailed questions follow throughout the document.
Are there any broad categories of costs or benefits that have not been included here and which may arise from the consolidation brought about by the National Planning Policy Framework?
Are the assumptions and estimates regarding wage rates and time spent familiarising with the National Planning Policy Framework reasonable? Can you provide evidence of the number of agents affected?
Can you provide further evidence to inform our assumptions regarding wage rates and likely time savings from consolidated national policy?
What behavioural impact do you expect on the number of applications and appeals?
What do you think the impact will be on the above costs to applicants?  
  Do you have views on any other risks or wider benefits of the proposal to
consolidate national policy?
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	QB1.1
QB1.2
QB1.3
QB1.4
	What impact do you think the presumption will have on:
i. the number of planning applications;
ii. the approval rate; and
iii. the speed of decision-making?
What impact, if any, do you think the presumption will have on:
i. the overall costs of plan production incurred by local planning authorities?
ii. engagement by business?
iii. the number and type of neighbourhood plans produced?
What impact do you think the presumption in favour of sustainable  development will have on the balance between economic, environmental and social outcomes?
What impact, if any, do you think the presumption will have on the number of planning appeals?

	QB2.1
QB2.2
QB2.3
QB2.4
QB2.5
	Do you think the impact assessment presents a fair representation of the costs and benefits of the policy change?
Is 10 years the right time horizon for assessing impacts?
Do you think the impact assessment presents a fair representation of the costs and benefits of the policy change?
How much resource would it cost to develop an evidence base and adopt a local parking standards policy?
  As a local council, at what level will you set your local parking standards, compared with the current national standards?
Do you think the impact assessment presents a fair representation of the costs and benefits of this policy change?
Do you think the impact assessment presents a fair representation of the costs and benefits of the policy changes on minerals?
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	QB3.1
QB3.2
QB3.3
QB3.4
QB3.5
QB3.6
QB3.7
	What impact do you think removing the national target for brownfield development will have on the housing land supply in your area? Are you minded to change your approach?
Will the requirement to identify 20% additional land for housing be achievable? And what additional resources will be incurred to identify it? Will this requirement help the delivery of homes?
Will you change your local affordable housing threshold in the light of the changes proposed? How?
Will you change your approach to the delivery of affordable housing in rural areas in light of the proposed changes?
How much resource would it cost local councils to develop an evidence base and adopt a community facilities policy?
How much resource would it cost developers to develop an evidence base to justify loss of the building or development previously used by community facilities?
Do you think the impact assessment presents a fair representation of the costs and benefits of the Green Belt policies set out in the Framework?

	QB4.1
QB4.2
QB4.3
QB4.4
QB4.5
QB4.6
	What are the resource implications of the new approach to green infrastructure?
What impact will the Local Green Space designation policy have, and is the policy’s intention sufficiently clearly defined?
Are there resource implications from the clarification that wildlife sites should be given the same protection as European sites?
How will your approach to decentralised energy change as a result of this policy change?
Will your approach to renewable energy change as a result of this policy?
Will your approach to monitoring the impact of planning and development on the historic environment change as a result of the removal of this policy?


