Definition of Dyslexia

There are many definition of dyslexia 

Affects the processing of information.  Dyslexia is a syndrome, a cluster of problems, which even today is not fully understood.  There is a recognisable pattern to the difficulty, although it does not affect everyone in quite the same way, and some people have certain aspects more severely than others. 

Sequential

The way in which the brain handles, I.e. remembered, recalled and the order.

Examples

Supermarket – forgotten the list in the kitchen on the table

Go upstairs and forget…no an issue to do later…

Brain

The structure of the dyslexic person’s brain and there are neurological differences, which develop before birth.

Work Harder than Peers

May have a strong feeling of having failed at school and not even realise they have dyslexia.

They have to work harder to achieve the same….

Aims and Objectives

Focus members with experience:

· Children school age, Young adults at University and College

· Pre school assistants, Teachers for teenagers and adults

· Those studying for teaching qualifications and assignments on Specific Learning Difficulties

In 2002 campaign to achieve Dyslexic Friendly Schools

mailshot to all schools to see if they were willing to become a “Dyslexia Friendly sending the pack from department of education written by David Blunket on behalf of the BDA – result ….Policy 

LEA – Parent Partnership Officer

Complete turnaround in the last couple of years i.e. with the LEA actively employing Heads of Staff that have been working in specific learning difficulties establishments.

Contributions in the Training Environment

Stupid

Dyslexic students have more of a tendency to believe they are stupid - I have failed you…. this is a safe place learn by mistakes.

….If students cannot learn the way you teach then you need to teach the way they learn…..

Use Ice breakers – ask the class why they are here?

Self Esteem

Remember: No one is successful all the time! Emphasise strong points

Praise/Encourage to make decisions

STM

Information is lost from stm almost as soon as it goes in. 

LTM

Unlimited capacity and many instances an indefinite duration.  No one has yet had to curtail their learning because their long-term memory was nil.

Methodology

Learning styles knowing attention span is limited – keeping them focused.

Activist – learn by examples and doing..

repeat of information – Excel/Word – you will remember something!

Good and Bad Days

Treat course as a demo…

IT- Colours - Copy page 9 handout 

Success over Other Associations

Other Associations

members no longer attended Open evenings and pre arranged evenings with guest speakers

Why…

Attendance….Computers

Most people now own a computer – why leave their homes when all the information can be found via the Internet.

Support

Long standing committee members not being replaced - Difficult to continue with the suffer in the family 

The Way Forway

Dyslexia experience considerable discrimination in seeking and retaining work.  Several landmark court cases have underlined this position and have led to the BDA’s employability campaign entitled "Becoming a Dyslexia-Wise Employer."

